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the sea its name: " The Moors call it Enclosed Sea, but Red
Sea is a better name, and aptly chosen by whomsoever first
thought of it, for it has patches as red as blood. While we
were anchored at the entrance of the straits, there streamed
out of its mouth a vein of sea, quite red, flowing towards
Aden. Within the straits it stretched away as far as eye could
see from a ship's castle. I asked the Moors what it was, and
they said that the movement of the tides below the water
caused it. ..."

The Moors must have found him a mine of insatiable
curiosity. Everyone upon the island of Kamaran, every
prisoner taken, was called upon to contribute some item of
interest. Needless to say, the alleged armaments at Suez
were carefully inquired into. It appeared that these had been
grossly exaggerated. Fifteen small ships were in construction,
with some thirty men on guard. The wood needed to com-
plete the work had been captured at Rhodes. Meanwhile
there was nothing doing, and the half-built ships had to be
watered every morning to prevent their sides being split
open by the sun.

" Suez," adds Albuquerque, " used to be a big town. It
is almost uninhabited, with great buildings in ruins. . . .
I think it must have been Eziongaber of which the Bible
speaks. . .. From the port of Suez to the sea of the Levant
is a very short distance. The Moors have it that Alexander,
when he conquered the land, thought of cutting through from
one sea to the other-----"

A Suez canal could be of no interest to Portugal; it would
only make things easy for Turkey and Venice. But there
was another engineering feat that Albuquerque considered
seriously: why not divert the Nile? is his suggestion in one
letter. Some of the experts from Madeira who cut irrigation
channels through the mountains could cope with the job. It
would not be difficult to turn the Nile away from Cairo, and
Egypt would be conquered by the desert in two years!

From Kamaran; Albuquerque gazed longingly towards
the land of Prester John. Incidentally,'' the Moors and Abys-